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A s extreme weath er  e ven ts  become more f requent  and r is ing  te m peratures  br ing ne w
chal lenges,  homeowners  a nd  ne w buyers  are  facing a  rapidly  changi ng lands cape.  In
response,  award-win ning edito r  a nd entrepreneur  Ann Marie  Gardner  ( form er  editor
of  Tempest  Ne ws)  created Habita b le  L iv ing.  The website,  ne wslette r,  and c l imate
assessment  tool  h ave emerge d a s  v i tal  resources,  of fer ing home owne rs  he lpful
information an d strateg ies  to  ada pt  to  the  e volv ing demands of  a  changi ng c l i mate .

CLIMATE-PROOF DULUTH

In  2019,  Gardner  read a n  art ic le  about  c l imate  adaptat ion in  the  New York Times ,
which featured Har va rd pro fes sor  Jesse  Keenan.  When asked about  th e  m ost  c l im ate -
fr iendly  places  to  l ive  in  th e  U n ited States,  Dr.  Keenan suggeste d Du luth and Buffalo.
( In  fact ,  Keena n  was  co n tra cted by  the Univers ity  of  Minnesota  Du luth to  he lp  create
the s lo gan,  Cl imate - P ro of  Du luth. )

“This  art ic le  wa s  a  s en s at io n for  me,  and I  ne ver  forgot  i t ,”  said  Gardner.  “ Working in
the c l imate  spa ce fo r  s o  long,  I  could  see  that  extreme weathe r  was  happeni ng more
and more aroun d the wo rld,  bu t  people  were  st i l l  buying home s  in  th ese  impacte d
areas.  I t  inspired me to  ma ke environmental  data  more interest ing to  consumers .  The
data  is  there,  we ca n al l  lo ok and see where  we l ive  or  want  to  l ive  and what  the
relat ive  r isk  is ,  but  i t ʼs  n ot  a lway s  a  pr ior i ty  for  ne w home buye rs ,  and i t  isnʼt  a lways
stra ightfor ward or  digest ib le.  So my goal  in  start ing  Habitable  was  to  m ake the data
extremely  v isual  a nd a cces s ibl e  without  checking mult iple  s i tes  or  s ource s .”  

A  p r e v i e w  o f  t h e  f r e e  R i s k  R e p o r t  p r o v i d e d  b y  H a b i t a b l e .

 

YOUR HOME'S CLIMATE REPORT AND MORE

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/15/climate/climate-migration-duluth.html
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Habitable  helps  h omeowners  ma ke informed decis ions  about  whe re  to  l i ve  in  a
changin g c l imate.  Sh ou ld you buy the ne w bui ld  near  the  beach  or  th e  hi stor i c  f ixer-
upper?  Enter  the  addres s  of  t he  home youʼd l ike  more data  abou t  and recei ve  an
instant  sn apsh ot  o f  the  h omeʼs  r isk  of  f lood,  drought ,  heat ,  f i re ,  and e ve n mosquitos
(coming soon:  earthqu ake r is k  a nd t icks! )

Each report  prov ides  a  ta n gibl e  understanding of  how cl imate  change could
speci f ical ly  af fect  yo ur  home and community.  For  famil ies  and indi v iduals  moving to
a ne w state,  this  data  ca n help  inform the home -buying proce ss,  whi le  the  ne wsletter
provides  a  host  of  t ips  a nd st rateg ies  for  l iv ing  with  a  growing r is k  of  extreme
weather  and enviro nmen tal  h azards.  

Complementing  the website's  r ich  content  and c l imate  assessm ent  tool  is  i ts
ne wsletter.  Th e weekly  ema i l  i s  a  curated digest  of  the  latest  c l imate  re search and
trends,  real -estate  in s ig hts ,  and a  trove of  homes,  f rom celeb r i ty  dwel l ings  to
histor ic  gems an d e ver yth ing  i n  b etween.  Inter vie ws with  c l im ate  s c ie nt i sts ,  f lood
researchers,  h omeowners  l iv ing  in  extreme condit ions,  and more m ake thi s  wee k ly
ne wsletter  one to  loo k for wa rd to.

MITIGATION AND ADAPTATION STRATEGIES: WEATHERING THE STORM

Habitable  features  expert  inte r vie ws and guidance for  fort i fy i n g h om es against  the
impacts  o f  extrem e weather  and managing r isk  to  property  and publ ic  safety.
Homeowners  can  lea rn abou t  e nerg y-ef f ic ient  upgrades,  f lood and drou gh t-res istant
design  pr in ciples,  a n d lan dsca ping methods that  contr ibute  to  both  res i l i ence and
sustainabi l i ty.  

“Focusing on indiv idua l  readi ness  means taking steps  to  ensure  that  you r  home  and
the people  l iv in g  in  i t  are  b ette r  prepared for  the  impact  of  c l imate  change ,”  Gardner
explained.  “Th at  ma y  in clu de a dding natural  disaster  detecti on s ens ors  to  your
home,  l ike  instal l in g  a  weathe r  stat ion at  your  home to  bette r  monitor  condi t ions  at
the neighborhoo d le vel .  Ma y be  i t ʼs  integrat ing your  weather  data  w ith  smart  home
techn olog y to  help  co ns er ve water  and energ y.  Perhaps i t ʼs  a dding an air  pu r i f ier  to
you r  home o r  updatin g  yo ur  la n dscape to  be more f i re -proof.  I t  real ly  ju st  depends
on the s i tuat io n,  bu t  th e  point  is  that  homeowners  real ly  need a  complete  picture  of
what  their  s i tuat io n  actua l ly  is .”

STAYING INFORMED AND ENTERTAINED

A s c l imate  change co n tin u es  to  reshape our  l ives,  Habitable  stands  as  an
uncomplicated an d entertain i ng  companion,  guiding homeowne rs  and real  estate
enthusiasts  towa rd res i l ient ,  a daptable,  and sustainable  l iv ing  s paces .  

https://restechtoday.com/integrating-natural-disaster-detection-sensors-into-a-smart-home/


9/7/23, 10:41 AM Tempest News | September 2023

https://tempest.weatherflow.com/september-2023 4/7

A member  of  ou r  O f f ic ia l  Tempest  Owner's  Group on Facebook sh ared th is  i ngenious

use of  a  Shutterf ly  lug gage tag ,  repurposed with  QR codes  to  share  th ei r  Te mpest

dashboard an d CoCo Ra HS rain  data  with  neighbors!  This  ne w group com ple ments  our

exist ing  co mmunity  fo ru m  a nd  provides  an alternat ive  for  thos e wh o prefer

Facebo ok .  Whi le  i t  is  n ot  in tended to  replace our  customer  support  he lp  ce nter,  we

encourage users  to  jo in ,  ask  qu e st ions,  of fer  advice,  post  weath er-re lated photos,

and get  useful  t ips  f rom  other  Tempest  owners.
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Join Facebook G roup > >>

- OTHER WEATHER NEWS -

HUR RICANE IDA LI A :  FRO M FORMATION TO IMPACT BY TEMPEST 

One o f  nature's  m o st  powerf ul  a nd destruct ive  forces,  hurr icanes  are  capable  of
causing widesprea d de va stat i o n and loss  of  l i fe .  Whi le  these storms  are  infamously
unpredictable,  u n derstan ding  their  l i fec ycle  can help  us  bette r  pre pare  for  and
respond to  these n atural  d isasters .  In  this  art ic le ,  Tempest  m ete orologists  break
down Hurr icane Idal ia 's  path f ro m formation to  a  Categor y  4  h urr i cane.

Read More >> >

OVER 70,0 00 STU CK AT  BUR N ING MAN

The Burning Man fest iva l  touts  i tsel f  as  a  "Temporar y  metropo l i s  dedi cated to
community,  art ,  sel f- expression,  a nd sel f- rel iance.”  That  sel f- rel iance  was  tested thi s
year,  with  more th an  70,000 attendees  told  to  shelter  in  place over  th e  we eke nd after
hea vy rainfal l  soaked th e no rm al ly  ar id  Ne vada desert  playa wh ere  th e fest i val  take s
place.

Read More >> >

THE WIN DS THAT DOO MED LAHA INA

Last  month,  deadly  an d de va stat ing wi ldf i res  tore  through th e Hawai i an c i ty  of
Lahaina,  k i l l ing  115 a n d leaving hundreds  st i l l  reported as  miss ing.  Strong wi nds
coming o f f  the  West  Ma u i  Mo untains  pushed the f lames and sparke d ne w  f i res  that
decimated bui lding s ,  destroyed la ndscapes,  and engulfed vehi cle s  left  abandoned on
roadways.  A  combin at io n o f  drought  and dr y,  non-nat ive  grasse s  com bined with  th e
extreme winds  created an un p recedented wi ldf i re  for  that  region.

Read More >> >

CO OLING CLOTHES FO R  A  WA RMING FUTURE

A s temperatures  continue to  reach ne w extremes worldwide,  s om e te ch com panies
are  f ight ing ba ck  with  c lothin g innovat ion that ʼs  “cool”  in  more  ways  than one.
Deman d is  r is ing  for  text i les  t hat  wi l l  keep people  cool ,  and solut ions  are  popping up

https://www.facebook.com/groups/tempestcommunity
https://tempest.weatherflow.com/hurricane-idalia
https://www.cnn.com/2023/09/03/us/burning-man-storms-shelter-sunday/index.html
https://www.wired.com/story/the-winds-that-doomed-lahaina/
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f rom al l  parts  o f  th e  g lobe -  l ike  wearable  tech that  mimics  a ir  condit i oni ng i n  the
United States  or  h ig hly  ref lect i ve  fabr ics  f rom China.

Read More >> >

WHAT TO PLANT  IN YOUR  GAR DEN IN SEPTEMBER

Make the most  o f  you r  co ol  seaso n garden with  f lowers  and veggie s  th at  w i l l  thr ive  in
the fa l l .  You ca n st i l l  enjoy  b eau ty  and abundance from your  garde n long after  the
spring and sum mer sea sons ha ve moved on in  your  area.  Know ing what  ty pes  of
plan ts  wi l l  do  b est  du r ing mil d  temperatures  and cooler  nights  i s  a  great  way to  start
plan n ing fo r  your  fa l l  har vest .

Read More >> >
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