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Let ʼs  ta lk  abo ut  th e  weath er  with  Chris  Johnson and Nate  F incher,  fou nders  of  th e  Weather Champs app!  Learn
more abo ut  how th e two ca m e up with  the idea for  a  ne w kind of  weath e r  app that  adds games  and competi t ive
human predict ions  to  th e  forecast  mix  and how you can get  in  on the act i on!

Q: WHERE DID YOU GET THE IDEA FOR WEATHER CHAMPS?

Nate:  My wife  loves  tra ck in g  sto rms.  We were  having a  g lass  of  wine  one  ni ght ,  and I  couldn't  get  her  to  pay
atten t ion  to  me becau s e she was t racking a  hurr icane bre wing of f  th e  East  Coast .  She was  looking at  storm
trackers,  forecasts ,  a n d so cial  media  posts ,  seeing what  e ver ybody th ought  would happe n with  th e stormʼs
inten sity  and tra j ector y.  Th at  made me wish there  was  an app or  a  game w here  sh e could compare her  predict ions
with  others  to  see  how th e y  stacked up.  For  example,  maybe e ver yone w ho e nte re d a  pre dict i on could donate  $1,
and who e ver  was  the c losest  wo uld win a  pr ize  whi le  the  mone y was  donate d to  disaster  re l ief  for  af fected areas.  I
f loated the idea  to  Ch ris  s in ce weʼve  been fr iends  s ince elementar y  sch ool  and always  thought  i t  would be fun to
get  into  busines s  to gether.  W e had bounced many business  ideas  back and forth  over  th e  years ,  but  we both got
real ly  excited abo u t  this  o n e.

Q: DID EITHER OF YOU HAVE A BACKGROUND IN WEATHER BEFORE COMING UP WITH THE IDEA?

Chris :  Besides  my wife  bein g  named Stormie,  I  have no backgrou nd i n  any th i ng to  do with  the weathe r.  I  spent  th e
last  12  years  of  my ca reer  in  medical  de vice  manufactur ing sales ,  and Nateʼs  background is  i n  high school  bus ines s
edu cat ion so  this  is  a  ne w venture  for  both of  us .  But  just  l ike  wh e n a  f r i e nd introduce s  you  to  a  ne w band,  and
the y quick ly  beco me you r  fa vor ite ,  weʼve  been fascinated with  the beau ty  and power  of  the  weather  e ver  s ince we
dove into  de velo ping  th is  a pp.

I t  was  2020 wh en we sta rted to  discuss  Weather  Champs,  and that  was  a  fe w  months  into  th e pandemi c.  At  th at
point ,  we didn't  e ven know i f  we were  going to  have l ive  sports  e vents  in  the  fa l l ,  but  then we found out  we we re
going to  have a  footbal l  seas on.  And whi le  I ʼm not  a  big  season-long fantas y  footbal l  buff,  I  p lay  weekly  and dai ly
fan tasy  with  f r ien ds.  So i t  o ccurred to  me that  just  l ike  fantasy  sports ,  th e  weathe r  has  outcomes  that  pe ople  tr y
to  predict .  That ʼs  wh en we real ized that  Weather  Champs could fol low a  fantasy  footbal l  model  for  weath er
forecast in g games,  a n d peo pl e  co uld make competing predict ions  w i th  f r iends  and strangers  w hi le  tracki ng their
own overal l  forecast  accura c y.  

https://www.weatherchamps.app/


Q: ONCE YOU HAD AN IDEA THAT HAD LEGS, WHAT CAME NEXT?

Chris :  We started to  do  s ome market  research in  2021 and found th at  there 's  no appl i cat i on out  th ere  th at  h as  a
compon ent  where  peo ple  ca n make their  own weather  predict ions  and com pete with  oth er  armch air
meteo rologists .  That 's  unique.  So  then,  the  f i rst  thing we did  was  a  quanti tat ive  market  analy s is  to  s ur ve y  1000
dai ly  fantasy  spo rts  pla yers .  W e were  blown away when we learne d that  880 people  out  of  the  1000 sur ve yed sai d
that  the y  real ly  wou ld l ike  a  chance to  essent ial ly  play  the  weather.  So th e  demand is  there.  

We did  a  ro un d of  f r iends  a n d  fa mily  funding,  which raised $ 100,000 to  put  togethe r  the  MVP  of  the  app.  And s ince
then,  weʼve  been  bui ldin g  th e app.  We init ia l ly  set  out  to  be  something uni que that  a l lows people  to  part i c ipate  in
the weather,  but  we qu ickly  learned that  the  weather  enthusiast  com m uni ty  le verage s  a  lot  of  weather  apps .  These
folks  arenʼt  just  ch ecking o ne app and then making predict ions  abou t  th e  weathe r ;  the y're  usi ng mult i ple  weath er
apps.  That  prompted u s  to  think a bout  how Weather  Champs cou ld also  be  a  re posi tor y  or  a  s ingle  source for  a l l  of
tho se data  points ,  which  o ur  users  could ut i l ize  to  help  with  their  predict i on models  on th eir  own.  Ri gh t  now,
weʼre  just  do ing that  fo r  stan dard weather  parameters ,  l ike  high  te m pe ratu re,  low te m perature ,  h ighe st  humi dity,
and highest  wind s peed for  the  next  day  in  any part icular  c i ty  i n  th e  world.  



Q: BEYOND YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY FUNDING, ARE YOU GOING TO BE DOING ANY CROWDFUNDING?

Nate:  Yes!  We explored la u n ching a  Kickstarter  or  Indiegogo cam paign,  but  their  ru les  donʼt  a l low fundi ng
campaign s  that  in vo lve  conte sts ,  so  we recently  launched our  own ve rs ion of  a  crowdfunding cam paign on our
website,  which a l lows su ppo r ters  to  become an of f ic ia l  Producer  o f  the  app.  People  who  s u pport  what  weʼre
doing and want  to  s ee  i t  bro ught  to  l i fe  can pledge anywhere f rom  $20 to  $2,500 and re ceive  a  var i ety  of  tangible
and in tangible  re wards ,  inclu ding a  fe w Tempest  products ,  for  th e i r  f inanci al  s upport .  

Q: WHEN CAN WE FIND WEATHER CHAMPS IN THE APP STORE?

https://www.weatherchamps.app/become-a-producer


Nate:  Our  hope is  to  comm erc ial ize  both iOS and Android  vers ions  by  th e  end of  Q2.  Weʼre  curre ntly  i n  i OS beta
tr ia ls  to  test  our  ga ming lo g ic ,  and once we get  t ract ion and bu i ld  our  us e r  commu nity  fu rther,  we' l l  cont inue to
iterate  on the a ppl icat ion .  We have many more styles  of  weather  gam e s i n  our  product ion pipel ine,  but  one of  th e
features  weʼre  mo st  excited abo ut  releasing later  this  year  is  th e  integrat ion of  Tempest  A PI ʼs  d irect ly  i nto  Weather
Cha mps!  That  mean s Tempest  owners  wi l l  be  able  to  use  their  stat i on and th e Te mpest  network to  help  them make
more accurate  predict io ns .  The leadership  at  Tempest  has  been ve r y  s upport ive  through our  de velopment  s ince we
f irst  shared o ur  idea ,  a nd we ca nʼt  wait  to  g ive  people  another  fu n way to  us e  the ir  Tempest .   

Q: CAN PEOPLE SIGN UP TO BE IN THAT iOS BETA PROGRAM?

Chris :  D ef initely.  R igh t  th rou gh the Weather Champs website ,  anyone  can regi ster.  Once you register,  youʼ l l  get
instruct ions  s ent  by  em a i l  for  instal l ing  the app!  

- OTHER WEATHER NEWS -

TORNADOES STRIKE US FROM ARKANSAS TO DELAWARE

A s wath of  se vere  storms  and to rnadoes,  k i l l ing  at  least  32  people  &  leav i ng dozens  in jure d,  tore  through large
port io ns  of  th e  So u th,  Midwest ,  and Northeast  over  the  past  weeke nd.  Tornadoe s we re  su spected or  conf irmed i n
11 states,  destroy ing h omes  and businesses,  uprooting and spl i nte r i ng trees ,  and damaging neighborh oods,
lea ving them covered in  debris  o r  e ven reduced to  rubble.

Read M ore >> >

HERE'S WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE AND TORNADOES 

While  c l imbin g  g lobal  temperatures  and extreme weather  can be l inked m ore obvi ously  i n  cases  l i ke  scorch ing
heat  waves  o r  more s e vere  h urr icanes,  the  connect ion between r i s ing  temperatures  and i ncreased tornado act iv i ty

https://www.weatherchamps.app/
https://apnews.com/article/tornado-storms-deaths-damage-tennessee-arkansas-1931cb7510deab7ad26890d033fb32e1


i s  less  obviou s  to  pin point  by  sc ient ists .  Increased tornado act iv i ty,  both  ou t  of  season and outs ide  the m ore
commonly  seen “to rnado  al le y,”  as  wel l  as  increased se ver i ty  of  tornadoes ,  could  al l  be  connected to  the  average
r is ing  temperatu res  in  the  US and around the world,  but  for  the  m om e nt ,  lack  of  data  restr i cts  sc ient ists  f rom
pin point ing the in f luence def init ively.  

Read M ore >> >

WHY DOES  THE US GET SOME OF THE WORST WEATHER IN THE WOR LD?

Fro m disastrous  to rna do es  l ike  what  were  seen over  the  weekend to  the i m pending 2023 hurr icane season,
wi ldf i res ,  droug ht ,  h eat  wa ves,  the  increasing atmospheric  r ivers  in  the  West ,  b l izzards,  and f loods…the l ist  of
extreme weather  th at  can  be experienced some where within  the Uni ted States  i s  one of  th e  m ost  extensive  in  the
world.  But  why?  

Read M ore >> >

EL NI Ñ O  LOOMS OVER THE LATTER HALF OF 2023 

A s the three -year- lo n g  La  Ni ñ a pattern comes to  an end,  and the start  of  E l  Ni ñ o loom s in  the  latter  hal f  of  2023,
experts  wo nder  wh at  l ies  ahead in  terms of  extreme heat ,  increased i nte ns i ty  of  t ropi cal  c yclones,  and other
env iro nmen tal  impa cts  that  co uld come with  the change.  Here  are  a  fe w th i ngs  to  know abou t  the  pos sible
weather  and c l imate  extremes to  l ook out  for  as  the  El  Ni ñ o pattern picks  u p late r  i n  the  year.

Read M ore >> >

UPGRADE  YOUR GARDEN FOR 2023 WITH ONE OF THESE ACCESSORIES  

Thinking about  ref res h in g  yo ur  ga rden whi le  prepping for  the  2023 season? Upgrading and addi ng acce ssor ie s  to
your  garden is  a  g reat  wa y  to  g ive  your  outdoor  space a  ne w look .  From  clas s ic  and beau ti ful  outdoor  pat i o
furniture  to  u niqu e and fu nct io na l  pieces  l ike  mirrors  &  l ight ing,  and e ve n a  fe w things  that  wi l l  encourage wi ldl i fe
to  your  space,  check o ut  these 15  garden accessor ies  for  the  2023 s eas on.

Read M ore >> >

https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2023/04/02/tornadoes-climate-change/
https://apnews.com/article/tornadoes-disasters-extreme-weather-why-af8acdcb330cff39d689efc187cd17b7
https://www.cnn.com/2023/04/01/world/el-nino-forecast-weather-climate-impacts/index.html
https://www.countryliving.com/uk/homes-interiors/gardens/g40649422/best-garden-accessories/
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